Tom Jozwiak Memorial Golf Outing Sponsored by South
Bend Firefighters Local 362
Dear Friend,
Hope this letter finds you well during these challenging times in our lives, please let me explain
why. We the members of the South Bend Firefighters Local #362 Union, in conjunction with our
own South Bend Fire Department are again proud to be sponsoring the annual Tom Jozwiak
Memorial Fundraiser.
Tom (Joz) was a devoted 34-year Fire Captain who lost his life on August 30, 1996 to a cruel
form of Muscular Dystrophy (Lou Gehrig’s disease). In a continuing effort to keep Toms’ memory
and spirit alive, an annual golf outing and softball tournament was organized in his name.
Proceeds from these powerful charity events are donated to brother /sister Firefighters locally
and throughout the state who have had medical hardships fall upon them and their families. And
thanks to caring people and organizations like you we have raised over $180,000 dollars since
our inception 22 years ago.
It is again with heavy hearts that we come to your organization for help. We say that, because
this year’s recipients are two local heroes, Battalion Chief Bob Means suffered a traumatic Brain
Injury on February 7, 2018 from snowboarding on his first day of vacation in Colorado. Bob is
married and has 2 children. He spent 2 months in a Colorado Hospital in ICU (on a ventilator)
and rehabilitation. Bob has yet to be released to full duty. Mike Neulieb, Michigan City Firefighter
diagnosed with Colorectal Cancer and his wife diagnosed with stage 4 Lung Cancer,
metastasized to her Brain. Unfortunately, she passed on April 4, 2018. They were married 35
years with 3 children and 1 grandchild.
We certainly understand the plight of today’s recovering economy and the resolve of the
American People to respond to this type of emergency. In a lot of ways it mirrors the duty of a
Firefighter and his response to help people compassionately regardless of the situation.
Firefighters are there to help with medical emergencies and motor vehicle accidents, to prevent
loss of life and property in residential and commercial fires. It is the nature of the men and women
that choose this profession to help, BUT SOMETIMES THEY THEMSELVES ARE THE ONES IN
NEED OF HELP AND THAT IS OUR MISSION.
We are looking for sponsors/partners who want to help us continue to support this event and help
firefighters and their families. We are in need of merchandise for door prizes and gifts, as well as
financial contributions and golf hole sponsors ($100) to help both Firefighters and their family
offset the costs of this tragedy. This is a great opportunity to both receive excellent marketing
results and to help the families during this very trying and difficult time.
Please help us help one of our own.
Thank you in advance for your generosity,
Tom Jozwiak Memorial Committee and the South Bend Firefighters Local# 362

